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But a neighborhood representative
said that a'36-story building is not ap-
propriate so close to residential areas
and that the project will worsen traffic
and parking problems in an already .
congested area. !
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. Plans call for 220 condominiums

priced froim about $200,000 to $400,000,
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;North’ Lamar; Boulevard and West

Ninth Streat Warshaw and Lorenz co-
Ydevefoped the Pedemales Lofts condo-
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At 36 stories; tower
would be 2rid tallest
dowtitown residential
project iri 'works
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A dramatic change is coming
to Austin’s skyline, with plans
* undet way for a $60 million
condominium  high-rise that
would tower 36 stories over
downtown Austin’s southwest-
ern edge.
. Developers expect to start
construction in about a year on
the tower, at West HE.E and
Bowle streets.

The building would be the
tailest of any type west of Con-
gress Avenue and the second
Bnmmn among a wave of new
in the pipeline. The highestis a
41-story residential-retail-hotel
skyscraper that developer Tom
Stacy plans at Congress Avenue
and Fifth Street.

Developers and city officlals
sald the project represents the
kind of density they want to en-
courage downtown.

But a nelghborhood repre-
sentative said that a 36-story
building is not appropriate so
close to residential areas and
that the project will worsen
traffic and parking problems in
an already congested area.

Called Spring, the tower

See TOWER, A10
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i » would be just west of the Gables

- * West ‘Avenue Lofts and ‘two

. blocks south of Whole mdonu

EHEu store. . .
. Thebuilding willh L .

requiring wn&aopwu public in-

levels of parking above" w:n be- -

‘. borhood 'A

...E.nm is exactly the
coneept that will helpicreats, a

Richard McCown, thairman
_of the Old- West AustinNeigh-
lation west of

“selling the land.
- Although some neighborhood
groups have opposed other
. high-rise plans in the area, the
§ developérs say their tower
&t i would not block views of down-
town or the state Capitol.
. The project will require a
by zoning change because the tow-
il i er will be 400 feet, nearly four
Nikos i times the site's existing Ee.».oon
Wiz height limit, K
“There will always be’. B:G
who think SE&bwﬁSoSn ”

=p< those personal preferences
dgainst city policy and good ur-
ban planning principles” that
encourage.density downtown.
Mayor Will Wynn sald the
project'will mean a significant
increase in tax revenue without

’ . POAD RAFIL, RABTT ARCHITEGTS INC. VANCOUVEIL
This Bs%:zn depicts.a bullding with a deslgn-simllar to what the
proposed Eu? e condo, tower on West Third-Street will look _=6
ct ss_ d mm_uz the >_._mn_= byilding. . 7

Lamar, said residents will have
” about the

sity,” McCowm said. “It'sa small
tract, and the height is going to
be significant.”.

Jeff Jack, pastpresident ofthe
Zilker Neighborhood .Assocla-
tion south of downtown, said the
project could set a precedent for

“intrusive buildings along the

edge of a  residential
‘neighborhood.” .
Jack said he's also concerned

about traffic, although the }

Spring developers say their
project will generate a’lot less
traffic than would a commercial
project, which “coutd’ be..built
under the current zoning. They
say many residents probably
will walk fo work and Eﬁnw«,
shops and Zmﬁﬁwﬂ: -

- Barnstohe often’cites Van-
couver, British C ia, as a

space on each floor.

city that has oEE.wa&.rEr -rise

while
=w mnoEn beauty and liveability.
Spring will be designed by
Foad Rafii, a V archi-

Developers said that will help
keep prices well below those of
other- new downtown -condo-
miniums, which average

tect, using design principles that
maximize the amount of usable

lopers sald there will be
four to six unitsper floor but

“didn’t have specific sizes.

F&nmoongzh;?z
“For the first time,” Lorenz
sald, “living in downtown Aus-
tin will be a real option for
teachers, firefighter, young
E.o?mm.obﬂm and middle.

. income families, not just the

very wealthy.”
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